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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 1-4, 9-10 and 12 is withdrawn in view 
of the newly discovered reference(s) to U.S. Patent No. 5,093,690 (Ohno et al.). 
Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. The examiner regrets any 
inconvenience that may have been caused by this new Office Action. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 :83(a) because they fail to 
show (1) the recited frictional clutch of claim 17 as described in the specification. Any 
structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention 
should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
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informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. Figure 9 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: (1) the 
recited frictional clutch of claim 17 should be given a reference numeral in the 
specification, since this is a claimed element. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-4, 9-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,093,690 (Ohno et al.)(cited in the 6/29/2004 IDS). 
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Regarding claim 1, Figs. 1 and 18A-18D show a device to move media sheets 
simultaneously within an image forming device comprising: 

a first media nip formed by a drive roll (including 22 and/or 28) and a first roll 
(unnumbered roll above 22 in Fig. 1) that is positioned against the drive roll (including 
22 and 28); 

a second media nip formed by the drive roll (including 22 and/or 28) and a 
second roll (23) that is positioned against the drive roll (including 22 and 28); 

a diverter (including 29) operatively connected to the drive roll (including 22 
and/or 28) and controlled to move to a first position (Fig. 18A) when the drive roll 
(including 22 and/or 28) rotates in a first direction to align a first guide edge (contact 
edge of 29 in Fig. 18A) of the diverter (including 29) to guide a first media sheet into the 
first media nip, the diverter controlled to move to a second position (Fig. 18C) when the 
drive roll (including 22 and/or 28) rotates in a second direction to align a second guide * 
edge (contact edge of 29 in Fig. 18C) of the diverter (including 29) to guide the first 
media sheet out of the first media nip, and align the first guide edge of the diverter to 
simultaneously guide a second media sheet into the second media nip. See also 
column 7, line 41 to column 8, line 30. 

Regarding the recitation "to align a first guide edge of the diverter to guide a first 
media sheet into the first media nip", this recitation has not been given patentable 
weight in view of MPEP, section 21 14. Similarly, the recitation "to align a second guide 
edge of the diverter to guide the first media sheet out of the first media nip, and align the 
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first guide edge of the diverter to simultaneously guide a second media sheet into the 
second media nip" has also not been given patentable weight in view of MPEP, section 
21 14. Specifically, MPEP, section 21 14 states that, "While features of an apparatus 
may be recited either structurally or functionally, claims< directed to >an< apparatus 

must be distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure rather than function." See 

MPEP, section 21 14. As such, it is the examiner's position that all of the features of 
claim 1 are disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,093,690 (Ohno et al.). 

Regarding claim 2, Figs. 1 and 1 8A-1 8D show that the drive roll (including 22 
and/or 28) is mounted to a drive shaft (27), and the first roll (unnumbered roll above 22 
in Fig. 1) and the second roll (23) are each mounted to a housing of the image forming 
device. 

Regarding claim 3, column 7, lines 57-63 disclose a motor attached to the drive 
roll (including 22 and/or 28) to rotate the drive roll in the first direction and the second 
direction. 

Regarding claim 4, Figs. 1 and 18A-18D show that the first nip is formed on an 
upper edge of the drive roll (including 22 and/or 28), and the second nip is formed on a 
lower edge of the drive roll (including 22 and/or 28). 

Regarding claim 9, Figs. 1 8A-1 8D show that the diverter (including 29) is 
positioned at an intersection of a first media path and a second media path. 



Application/Control Number: 10/790,531 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3653 

Regarding claim 10, Figs. 1 and 18A-18D show a device to move media sheets 
simultaneously within an image forming apparatus comprising: 

a drive roll (including 22 and/or 28) positioned against a first roll (unnumbered roll 
above 22 in Fig. 1) to form a first nip and positioned against a second roll (23) to form a 
second nip; 

a diverter (including 29) operatively connected to the drive roll (including 22 
and/or 28) and having a first guide edge (contact edge of 29 in Fig. 18A) and a second 
guide edge (contact edge of 29 in Fig. 18C), the diverter (including 29) positionable 
between a first orientation (Fig. 18A) and a second orientation (Fig. 18C); the diverter 
(including 29) positioned in the first orientation (Fig. 18A) when the drive roll (including 
22 and/or 28) rotates in a first rotational direction to guide along the first guide edge a 
first media sheet that is driven by the first nip in a first direction; the diverter positioned 
in the second orientation (Fig. 18C) when the drive roll (including 22 and/or 28) rotates 
in a second rotational direction to guide along the second guide edge the first media 
sheet that is driven by the first nip in a second direction, and simultaneously guide a 
second media sheet along the first guide edge that is being driven by the second nip in 
• the first direction. See also column 7, line 41 to column 8, line 30. 

Regarding the recitation "to guide along the first guide edge a first media sheet 
that is driven by the first nip in a first direction", this recitation has not been given 
patentable weight in view of MPEP, section 2114. Similarly, the recitation "to guide 
along the second guide edge the first media sheet that is driven by the first nip in a 
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second direction, and simultaneously guide a second media sheet along the first guide 
edge that is being driven by the second nip in the first direction" has also not been 
given patentable weight in view of MPEP, section 2114. Specifically, MPEP, section 
21 14 states that, "While features of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or 
functionally, claims< directed to >an< apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art 
in terms of structure rather than function." See MPEP, section 21 14. As such, it is the 
examiner's position that all of the features of claim 10 are disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
5,093,690 (Ohno etal.): 

Regarding claim 12, Figs. 1 and 18A-18D show that the first roll (unnumbered roll 
above 22 in Fig. 1) and second roll (23) are positioned in contact with the drive roll 
(including 22 and/or 28) and rotation of the drive roll rotates both the first roll and the 
second roll. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 13-18 and 20-30 are allowed. Claims 5-8 and 1 1 are objected to 
as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am - 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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